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Critical praise for Albert Bell’s Pliny series:

“Masterful blend of history and mystery. I heartily recommend it.” – Barbara D’Amato, award-winning author 
of three mystery series, Past President of Mystery Writers Internationals and Sisters in Crime International

“Colorful characters, both fictional and historical,.. reveal the sordid web of money, greed and ruth-
lessness hidden behind the facade of civilization. One hopes to see Albert Bell’s Pliny again in the 
future.” – Suzanne Crane, The Historical Novels Review

“Wonderful historical mystery ... superb use of setting and characterizations. Historical figures come 
alive in his expert hands. – Bob Spear, Heartland Reviews: Rating: five hearts

“Superbly crafted, wonderfully written murder mystery that treats the reader to a thrilling detective 
story meticulously backgrounded with accurate historical detail.” – Midwest Book Review

Assigned by Emperor Domitian to search 
for blood heirs to Caesar Augustus, Pliny and 
Tacitus seek solutions to layers of mysteries. Why 
is a  humble workman’s death important to the 
ruler of Rome, and what connects him to Pliny’s 
household? How do Domitian’s suspicions relate 
to the “cousin” of Pliny’s old friend and mentor? 
Like a sinister red line slashed through a care-
fully prepared manuscript, the legacy of Augus-
tus marks the connections. 

Will the answers save the peace of 		
				R    ome, or mark its doom?
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“Outstandingly researched and laden with suspense, this journey into ancient Rome 
by history professor Bell could be one of the masterpieces of the mystery genre.”


